
17.5.20  Courage to do and say the right thing  1 Peter 3:13-22 

 

14 But even if you should suffer for doing what is right, how happy you are! Do not be afraid 

of anyone, and do not worry. 15 But have reverence for Christ in your hearts, and honour him 

as Lord. Be ready at all times to answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have 

in you: 

Have you ever thought to yourself ‘I can’t do right for doing wrong?’ It’s not always obvious 

which is the right path or course of action to choose. However, sometimes we can’t seem to 

avoid upsetting or annoying or disappointing someone regardless of how much we try. 

Other times, we find that we are trying to please people and we realise that we’re bothered 

about what they might think of us. So, perhaps we’re not really being ourselves. 

Have you ever thought that you might have missed an opportunity of reassuring someone 

with reference to your own faith experiences but haven’t felt confident enough to voice that 

word of encouragement? I believe these three things are covered in this part of Peter’s 

letter. 

Peter encourages his readers and hearers (most people couldn’t read in those days and 

would listen to letters being read out) to do the right thing even if that might bring criticism. 

There is such a thing as constructive criticism. There is negative criticism too! On the 

positive side, and in order to encourage us, someone might offer suggestions of how 

something might have been done differently for future reference. This is helpful. On the 

other hand, there are people who are just never satisfied and moan about what they think 

we’ve got wrong. They don’t offer alternative ways forward and are not prepared to actively 

help. 

I hope I am always ready to listen to helpful criticism but, truthfully, the negative stuff is 

always more impactful. One negative comment can seemingly wipe out ten affirmations. I 

was once advised by a good friend to keep thank-you cards in a drawer so that I could 

remember if I have helped someone - useful in those times when I have felt harshly 

criticised. Peter urges us not to be put off when we know that we are really trying to do the 

right thing. 

Then he says ‘do not be afraid of anyone.’ This isn’t a call to be a roughie-toughie but rather, 

I believe, it is about having the courage of our convictions and not to seek to please people. 

After all, no-one can please everyone all the time. It is said that human beings are born with 

two fears which presumably go back to our primitive origins when hominids descended 

from trees and became hunter-gatherers. The two innate fears; loud noises and falling. It’s 

weird how much we can jump at an unexpected loud noise. It’s clearly an instinctive reflex 

as we jump into action to fight, or take flight. The other one is falling - a helpful fear to have 

if your bed is on a branch of a tree, I suppose. 

All our other fears are learnt as we grow older. The fear of closed spaces. The fear of open 

spaces etc etc. A fear that a lot of us have is the fear of loss of face, of looking stupid, of 



failure or rejection. I know that’s several things but you get my drift. It makes sense, we live 

in community, in society and people will talk about us. Did you see what she did? Did you 

hear what he just said? That’s life. I suspect we are not such a popular topic of conversation 

as we might thing we are. I’m sure you’ve heard the classic quotation from Oscar Wilde: 

There is only one thing in life worse than being talked about, and that is not being talked 

about. 

Peter reminds us not to worry, not to be afraid. Why, because God loves us and Jesus told 

us not to be afraid but rather to trust and believe in him. After all, God in Jesus has won the 

victory over the greatest potential scourges in our lives - sin and death. We can choose to 

believe that we are forgiven. While none of us wants to die or can say that we are looking 

forward to it (I don’t mean those people who come to terms with it shortly before dying and 

have ‘made their peace’), Jesus has proved that life and love are greater than our own 

mortality: 

‘Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?’ (1 Corinthians 15:55) 

Peter goes on to say that we should always be prepared to give the reason for the hope that 

we have. Hope; trust in the love of God for our life now and in the hereafter. 

This is different to saying that we must all go out into the street and shout Bible verses at 

random passers-by or take our turn at ‘Speakers’ Corner.’ There is a place for that but it’s 

certainly not how most of us first heard the gospel. We heard it when we asked, “Why do 

you believe this?” “How can you be sure of that?” And someone answered our questions. It 

might have been our mum or dad, or grandma or grandad. It might have been a sibling or a 

trusted friend. Thank God that there was someone who could answer our questions. 

I hope and pray that we are there when someone asks us: Why do you go to church? Will 

you say a prayer for me? 

We continue to live in strange times and while the news in Guernsey is relatively positive, 

largely down to the extreme diligence of our politicians and health professionals, there is 

still some way to go before we get to what is being called the ‘new normal.’ 

Through these strange times the apostle calls us to trust in our instincts and common sense 

as we:- 

● Seek to do the right thing 

● Have the courage of our convictions 

● Ready ourselves to own our faith when the opportunity arises 

As an island, we have just remembered 75 years of hard-earned freedom from tyranny. Let 

us go on praying and caring for one another and looking forward to the day when, in the 

words of Her Majesty (and Vera Lynn) 

We’ll meet again! 

 


