
24.5.20  Aldersgate Sunday 

 

Aldersgate Sunday this year falls on an exact anniversary of John Wesley’s evangelical 

conversion experience which happened 282 years ago in May 1738. As Methodists we will 

all have heard that Mr Wesley went unwillingly to a meeting held by the Moravian ‘church’ 

in Aldersgate Street in London. It was at this meeting that Wesley felt his heart ‘strangely 

warmed’ and from this point onwards he felt that a more personal relationship between 

him and God had begun. The word Aldersgate has taken on a different meaning for us in 

Guernsey as it’s the name of our house where there are very few house numbers so I often 

have to name the address while picking up prescriptions etc. I once picked up a parcel from 

the Post Office and the person behind the counter said: “Oh, Aldersgate, that used to be the 

home of Methodist ministers.” Clearly unconvinced that I could be such a person, much to 

my delight. 

My chosen reading from Luke 24 gives the account of The Ascension which the Church 

celebrated on Thursday of this week. This follows the appearance of Jesus to the Disciples, 

among whose number are the two that had been on the road to Emmaus. You may recall 

that story from a little while ago, a couple of weeks after Easter perhaps, that the two who 

met Jesus on the road had remembered; “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”  (Luke 24:32) 

I assume the link I am making with the Emmaus Road and Aldersgate Sunday is obvious. 

Both were heart-warming experiences, for the disciples and for Wesley. The disciples, who 

joined with the others in Luke 24, went on from burning hearts to worship and joy when 

they saw Jesus ascend -   2 There are many rooms in my Father's house, and I am going to 

prepare a place for you.  (John 14) He has kept his promise; he is going to be with the Father 

where he will make preparations for our place in God’s heavenly kingdom. He will also keep 

his promise and send the Spirit to be our Counsellor and Guide. 

I return to the meaning of Aldersgate Sunday for many in the Church and especially for 

Methodists. John Wesley had been a priest in the Church of England for some time and had 

faithfully served. However, he saw in these Moravians, evidence of a deeper trust and faith 

in God. During a storm in the Atlantic he was afraid for his life. Some Moravians were less 

concerned and seemingly more assured that they were in God’s hands whatever happened. 

He admired their faith. In fact, he was probably a bit jealous of them for it. 

And it was at another meeting of Moravians when the penny dropped for Wesley. He had 

gone to the meeting as a priest and presumably out of a sense of duty judging by his 

admitted reluctance. He left a different man. Still a priest, but somehow changed. 

He would later describe that his religion had moved from his head to his heart. There’s 

nothing wrong with using your head and your mind as a Christian. Some people seem to 

think it’s about slavish obedience, and without questioning. 

Remember when Jesus was asked what is the greatest commandment. He replied; “Love the 

Lord your God, with all your heart, soul, strength and mind.” Yes, we are called to love and 



serve God with our minds. But not just that. It’s not about believing that, on the balance of 

probabilities, I should believe in God and look for all the rules about how to live. Faith is 

about so much more than a set of doctrines and a bunch of dos and don’ts. 

Christian Faith is fundamentally a relationship, between us and God and us and each other, 

where ‘each other’ extends to beyond our circle of friends and people who are like us. As 

God has created all of humankind and each of us in God’s image and likeness, so we are 

called to treat every human life as equally special and precious to God. 

The book of Acts records the conversion experience of Saul who became Paul - on the road 

to Damascus. This was conversion from persecutor to a person who puts their faith in God 

through Jesus. Wesley’s conversion is not from atheist to believer but rather from religious 

observance to a living faith in a personal God who loved him as much as any other human 

being who has ever lived. His brother puts it like this: 

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Saviour’s blood? 

Died he for me, who caused his pain? For me, who him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 

We all have a story to tell. Who have you told yours to? And whose story have you heard? 

This is one of the Connexional themes this year. We are encouraged to tell one another our 

stories of faith. 

When did your faith become real? Was it a certain moment, when you just knew? Perhaps 

it’s a gradual story of God’s amazing love being revealed through the love and care of other 

people and maybe from within a Christian community. 

On May 24th 1738, John Wesley came to a religious meeting against his own feelings of 

reluctance. Perhaps there have been times when being church and ‘going to church’ hasn’t 

really been what you wanted to do at any given moment. I know I have occasionally dragged 

myself out of a comfortable armchair on a Sunday afternoon, perhaps watching a game of 

football on the TV. Oh, the good old days when you could watch live sport and actually go to 

places and meet people! 

We trust and pray that those times will come back and that there will not have to be many 

more deaths and lives ruined by this Covid19 virus. When they do, and until then, let’s be 

encouraged by the story of John Wesley to recognise that the Christian Faith is something 

which comes out of our hearts. It’s not thou shalt not do this or that fun thing. 

Christian Faith means you can know the amazing and divine love of a Creator God who 

wants to have a relationship with you, yes, even you. Even me! 

In response, we are asked to live thankful lives and therefore to live generously. To love 

even as we have been loved; 

We have no mission but to serve in full obedience to our Lord: 

To care for all, without reserve, and spread his liberating Word.  

(F. Pratt Green The Church of Christ in every age). 


