
More than Conquerors 

I wonder if you’ve ever caught yourself saying ‘I’d do anything if I could just..’ This is 

normally when we want something really badly and it seems out of reach. 

“If you don't get what you want, you suffer; if you get what you don't want, you suffer; even 

when you get exactly what you want, you still suffer because you can't hold on to it forever. 

Your mind is your predicament. It wants to be free of change. Free of pain, free of the 

obligations of life and death. But change is law and no amount of pretending will alter that 

reality.” Socrates. That’s the Greek philosopher, not the Brazilian footballer. 

Those words were said a very long time ago but, it seems, human beings haven’t changed 

that much. 

There’s a story about a young man coming up to Socrates (again, the philosopher and not 

the footballer) and asking him to share the secret of wisdom. Socrates led the person to a 

beach and made him walk into the sea until he was chest deep. The philosopher held the 

man underwater for a few seconds and then when he came up again. He asked; “What do 

you seek?” The man replied “Wisdom”. He did this a few more times until he held the man 

underwater for about 45 seconds. When the young man came up gasping for air, Socrates 

asked: “What is it you seek?” The young man cried “Air!”. Socrates said to the man, “When 

you desire wisdom as much as you desire air, then you will have it.” 

In the first two parables in our gospel reading, the treasure in the field and the pearl of great 

price, there are strong similarities. In both cases, the finder sells everything that they have 

in order to possess the treasure or the pearl. To give up everything else, in other words. 

Jesus is saying, and so it should be with the kingdom of heaven. We should want to belong 

to the kingdom more than we want anything else. 

Do you remember the story of the rich young ruler who asked Jesus what he had to do in 

order to inherit eternal life? 

If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.’ 18 He said to him, ‘Which ones?’ And 

Jesus said, ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You 

shall not bear false witness; 19 Honour your father and mother; also, You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.’ 20 The young man said to him, ‘I have kept all these; what do I still 

lack?’ 21 Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the 

money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ 22 When the 

young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.   

(Matthew 19) 

Jesus doesn’t tell everyone he meets to sell everything and give it to the poor. He does say 

it, though, to the people who need to hear that. He noticed the young man lacked 

something. What he lacked was freedom from holding on to material possessions. Rather 

than him possessing them, they had come to possess him. 

We have to want the kingdom more than anything else in our lives. It may not be wealth or 

material things that are our problem. But, whatever it is, maybe it’s fear of change, as 



Socrates pointed out in my earlier quotation. Whatever is more important than belonging to 

the kingdom must be sacrificed. We have to reassess our priorities. 

Our other reading, from Romans, reminds us that once we truly belong to the kingdom, 

then nothing can shake us from that. 

We may have had to make some changes in our life and outlook in order to fully enter the 

kingdom. Once a member of it, then the love of Christ will ensure that nothing can separate 

us from God. 

There are two seemingly exhaustive lists in verses 35 and 38-39: 

• Trouble or distress, hardship, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger or peril, 

sword. 

• Death, life, angels, rulers, the present, the future, powers, height or depth. 

None of these circumstances; be they good, bad or indifferent, can separate us from the 

love of God in Christ, once we have committed to follow him with the whole of our being; 

heart, soul, strength and mind. 

That is, making God central in all our relationships and in all our interactions with the world 

around us. 

Verse 35 asks “Who will separate us from the love of Christ?” 

Who, not what! 

These things in the two lists are personal. They are not abstract or objective, out there, 

ideas. They are things that move and affect us in the core of our being. 

When I was a policeman, I was struck by how personally people took being a victim of crime. 

I’m not referring to those ‘offences against the person’ like assaults and robbery etc. When 

people’s homes were broken into, I’d say: “Try not to take this personally, it’s just your stuff 

they wanted.” The advice was sound but never really helped anyone. 

When my motorbike was vandalised when I was still a policeman (I had a little 125cc bike to 

get to work, for a while), I took it personally. I felt attacked and even violated even though it 

was only an object that was damaged. Things mattered, still matter, too much for me, at 

times. 

This is why the Apostle asks Who, not What can separate us. 

We can be separated from God by worldly possessions. Not just because we have things but 

because those things matter too much. 

We can be separated from God by the ups and downs of everyday life. We are easily 

distracted. 

But, when we allow God’s Spirit to truly inhabit every corner of our souls, our hearts, our 

minds, then nothing, absolutely nothing can ever separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord! Amen? Amen! 


