
31.5.20  Day of Pentecost  Acts 2:1-21 

We turn to you, O God of every nation, 
giver of good and origin of life; 
your love is at the heart of all creation, 
your hurt is people's pain in war and death. 
 
We turn to you that we may be forgiven 
for crucifying Christ on earth again. 
We know that we have never wholly striven 
to share with all the promise of your reign. 
 
Free every heart from haughty self-reliance, 
our ways of thought inspire with simple grace; 
break down among us barriers of defiance, 
speak to the soul of all the human race. 
 
On all who rise on earth for right relations, 
we pray the light of love from hour to hour. 
Grant wisdom to the leaders of the nations, 
the gift of carefulness to those in power. 
 
Teach us, good Lord, to serve the need of 
others, 
help us to give and not to count the cost. 
Unite us all to live as sisters, brothers, 
defeat our Babel with your Pentecost! 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we praise you: your love for us 
is constantly renewed and your generosity 
never fails. You came to us in Jesus, and your 
Holy Spirit is always with us. We thank you that 
we have heard the good news in our own 
language and understood it. We thank you that, 
with your help, we have welcomed your Spirit, 
drawn closer to you and begun to lead new 
lives. We pray that, gladly accepting all your 
good gifts, we may use them to help others and 
to make plain your gracious goodness.  
May we rejoice to be your people and to reflect 
the light and love of Christ and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. We ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 
Reading  Acts 2:1-21 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our foolish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
In purer lives Thy service find, 
In deeper rev’rence, praise. 
 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
O calm of hills above, 
Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 
The silence of eternity, 
Interpreted by love! 
 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace. 
 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small Voice of calm. 
 

In simple trust like theirs who heard 
Beside the Syrian sea 
The gracious calling of the Lord, 
Let us, like them, without a word, 
Rise up and follow Thee. 
 

Prayer of commitment 
O Holy Spirit of God, help us not to be confined by 
our buildings, but lead us out into the world. We 
commit ourselves, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
to share your love with our neighbours and 
friends. We commit ourselves to respond, in word 
and action to all in need, and especially to the 
hungry, the homeless, and the friendless. We go 
in the name of Christ.  Amen 
 
 
Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide: 
Share God’s good gifts with people long denied. 
Live out your life as Christ, your Lord, shall 
choose, 
Your ransomed powers for his sole glory use. 

 


