
13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  (2 Corinthians) 

 

This is Trinity Sunday. I preached my first sermon as a trainee local preacher on 

Trinity Sunday 1994, some 26 years ago. I can’t remember much about it other 

than that I was glad when it was over! 

One of our readings today is those words from Second Corinthians which we 

call ‘The Grace’ and use at the end of many of our meetings. 

It starts with Jesus for us and his grace. Grace is such a powerful word and it 

speaks to us of God’s unconditional love for us. A love which meant that he 

sent Jesus into the world to show us how much God loves us. Grace has been 

used as an acrostic: 

God’s                                                                     This monogram also reflects a  

Riches                                                                   theology of Salvation: 

At       I  Jesus Christ 

Christ’s      H God’s son    

Expense      S Saviour 

 

The list of names we give to Jesus is almost endless and includes; Redeemer, 

brother, priest and king. 

He is our redeemer, the redeemer of our souls. This word speaks of value. And, 

here again, God’s value system cannot be compared like for like with ours. 

How can the life of Jesus be worth the same as mine? It isn’t. He was perfect, 

sinless, all compassion and pure unbounded love (in the words of Charles 

Wesley). I am little, weak and helpless, which is what Jesus became for us in 

the words of the carol. God does not despise my small view of the world or my 

fallibility or my lack of moral fortitude. Rather, God comes in person to be our 

Saviour and to invite us to become more like him day by day. 

Jesus is pure unbounded love because he is God’s Son and not a creature 

(created) like you or me. And what we know of God whom we call Father is 

that God’s default position is to love. The Bible tells us this in no uncertain 

terms; 



7 Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Whoever 

loves is a child of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. 9 And God showed his love for us by sending his only Son 

into the world, so that we might have life through him. (1 John 4) 

At our best, we emulate God’s divine love and reflect it because we discover 

the freedom of living as someone created in God’s image and likeness. A little 

late in his letter John writes words which we repeat in our baptism services; 

19 We love because God first loved us.  

Last week, we remembered the Holy Spirit coming in a special way. The 

promised Helper, the Spirit of Truth. The Holy Spirit allowed those gathered to 

communicate with those who needed to hear the gospel: the good news of 

Jesus and his kingdom of peace, joy and love. 

This is why we sing; 

When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, help of the helpless, O abide with 

me. 

In those words which we call The Grace, we attribute fellowship to the work of 

the Spirit. In some versions of the Bible we read communion. That is to say that 

it is the Spirit which ‘binds us together.’ Without the indwelling power of the 

Spirit we might continue to be individual believers but we could never become 

that body. The Spirit allows us to be enthusiastic (from en-theos or God-within) 

but interdependent. We are stronger together as politicians are keen to 

remind us. In our case we are #GuernseyTogether and, as Christians, we are 

united across the globe as branches of a tree, of the True Vine. 

In our Bailiwick we are taking baby steps back to Normality (or whatever the 

New Normality will be.) Let’s hope and pray that the default position for us is 

to Go! As opposed to waiting around. And while we go, let us help God make 

disciples of all nations. By the grace, love and fellowship of God. Son, Father 

and Spirit. 

 

 

 

 


