
Another seed-related parable Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

 

In the last parable, I suggested that we were the various soil-

types which created a bad, better, even better or best 

environment for the good news to take root in our lives. This 

parable suggests that, this time, we are the seed. A farmer 

sows seeds of wheat and then an enemy comes and sows 

weeds. As they grow, they cannot be distinguished one from 

the other. So, rather than risk pulling up the wheat thinking 

that it is weed, best to leave it all until harvest time and let the 

reapers do their work. Wheat and tares, together sown; we will have sung many times over 

the years. Are we happy to wait for the grim reaper? To me, this passage raises several 

questions. Let’s go with 3 which is what preachers normally do:- 

1. Are we good seed or bad seed? 

2. Who gets to decide? 

3. If we can’t be sure, what should we do? 

The answer to the third question is in Matthew 13:30a; 30 Let the wheat and the weeds both 

grow together until harvest.  

I think it’s really hard to tell whether we are good or bad seed. In truth, I suspect that very 

few of us are really one or the other. What did the Apostle write? 

19 I don't do the good I want to do; instead, I do the evil that I do not want to do. 20 If I do 

what I don't want to do, this means that I am no longer the one who does it; instead, it is the 

sin that lives in me.  (Romans 7) 

I’m sure I’m not the only one, at least I hope I’m not, who finds myself thinking, ‘Why did I 

do that? I had really meant to do the right thing this time..’ 

Whether it’s eating the second chocolate biscuit or the whole pack. Perhaps it’s being 

unable to hold your tongue when keeping the peace on this occasion would get us so much 

further. 

None of us is so good that we don’t need a saviour and none of us so bad that a saviour 

can’t fix us. The trouble is, we then can’t decide if we are a good seed or a bad one. Does 

this sound familiar? 

So then, who gets to decide? 

The trouble is, we’re all so busy pointing out the failings of others that we don’t see how we 

are fallible. Or perhaps we are so down on ourselves that we can’t see any of the good in 

others and even that we all exhibit from time to time. Jesus uses yet another parable, in 

Matthew 7; 



 “Do not judge others, so that God will not judge you, 2 for God will judge you in the same 

way you judge others, and he will apply to you the same rules you apply to others. 3 Why, 

then, do you look at the speck in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the log in your 

own eye? 4 How dare you say to your brother, ‘Please, let me take that speck out of your 

eye,’ when you have a log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite! First take the log out of your 

own eye, and then you will be able to see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 

This is hilarious, on the one hand, and equally sad, on the other. 

Surely, the best thing we can do is to leave the judging to the expert. The good news, of 

course, is that the expert is a much fairer judge than any of us would ever be. The expert, 

God, in case you were wondering, is in the transformation business. God doesn’t treat us as 

our sins deserve, rather God looks at and loves us, as we are clothed in the robes of 

righteousness that Jesus puts on us, if we allow him to. 

Now, it seems that we just can’t tell whether we are a good seed or a bad seed. So what 

shall we do, if our role is not to pick fault in our neighbour. Well, so that we don’t have time 

to do that, why don’t we do something else instead. Like what? 

Let’s turn once more into the scriptures and one of my ‘old favourites’; 

8 No, the Lord has told us what is good. What he requires of us is this: to do what is just, to 

show constant love, and to live in humble fellowship with our God. (Micah 6) 

I was challenged to see this verse in a different light recently. I’m quite an active person. I 

don’t mean I do loads of sports though I do do some. What I mean is I am a bit of an activist. 

I like to feel I am doing something, rather than nothing. So in Micah 6:8 I tend to focus on 

the verbs; do, show and live. Not bad, I suppose. But someone suggested that as Christians 

perhaps we should focus on the attributes or qualities: justice, love and humility. 

Practice these things and we won’t have time to be judgmental; we might even lay off 

ourselves for a while. 

Good seed, bad seed or somewhere in between. 

Tendency to spot faults in others and ourselves. 

If this is you, as it so often is me; 

Remember what James said: 

18 But someone will say, “One person has faith, another has actions.” My answer is, “Show 

me how anyone can have faith without actions. I will show you my faith by my actions.” 19 Do 

you believe that there is only one God? Good! The demons also believe—and tremble with 

fear. 20 You fool! Do you want to be shown that faith without actions is useless?  (James 2) 

We can never earn a place in God’s kingdom but we can endeavour to live a good life. To 

live and let live, and to let God be the judge. 


