
The Day of Pentecost  Acts 2:1-21 

 

The first verse of our passage tells us that ‘they were all together in one place.’ It will be 

interesting to see what it will look like when we are all able to be together again. It would 

appear that some form of social-distancing will be in place for the foreseeable future, be 

that one, two or four metres, depending on whether we are inside or outside, and whether 

we are singing, assuming that congregational hymn-singing is permissible sooner or later. I 

sincerely hope and pray that it is! 

The people had gathered for a sort of harvest festival. Pentecost for us means the day the 

Spirit came in a particular way. Some people think of it as a kind of birth-day for the Church 

as it has become known to us. For those who gathered on this particular day, they had no 

reason to expect what did, in fact, happen. There was the sound of a storm-force wind that 

swirled around them. Then what looked like tongues of fire rested on each of them. 

Notice, that it happened on each of them. Not one or two. There were no favourites or 

especially holy people upon which the Spirit of God chose to fall. Each one of us may be 

filled with the Spirit of God as was promised to us at our baptisms. We all may be, and we 

may all know that we have been filled to overflowing (to misquote, paraphrase and reduce a 

quotation from John Wesley). 

We are then told that they all started to speak in other tongues. This, for me, has caused a 

bit of a problem for elements of the Church over the years. For some, this means that 

everyone spoke ‘in tongues’ and that to be a proper Christian we should all do that. And, 

therefore, it is argued, that those of us who don’t are less than proper Christians. I believe 

this to be a misreading of the text and a form of elitism within the Church that causes hurt 

and division. I believe the passage means that those gathered were suddenly able to speak 

other languages. In Spanish, the word for language is the same as for tongue - lengua - and 

the root of our word is clearly from the Latin Lingua, as in Lingua Franca (understandable 

language). This makes lots more sense of verse 8; 
8 How is it, then, that all of us hear them 

speaking in our own native languages? This is remarkable but there are instances of this in 

the world outside the Bible. Some people have apparently woken up from surgery speaking 

a language they haven’t learnt. Odd but seemingly true. 

Think about this wonderful quotation from Nelson Mandela, for a moment; 

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him 

in his language, that goes to his heart”. 

Sometimes we use a phrase like; ‘now, you’re speaking my language.’ In other words, you 

and the other person are on the same wavelength or in agreement. It is this spirit of unity, 

collaboration and good news for all which, I believe, is at the heart of what Pentecost means 

for us. And so, we might sing; 

Teach us, good Lord, to serve the need of others, help us to give and not to count the cost. 

Unite us all to live as sisters, brothers, defeat our Babel with your Pentecost!   (Fred Kaan) 


