
3.5.20  Behold, I stand at the door and knock  John 10:1-10 

 

In Revelation 3:20 we read: Listen! I stand at the door and knock; if any hear 

my voice and open the door, I will come into their house and eat with them, 

and they will eat with me. 

In our passage today, we read that Jesus describes himself as the gate or the 

door for the sheepfold. In the next few verses of John, if we read on, we will 

discover that Jesus is also the One who passes through the door - the Good 

Shepherd. Others who climb over the walls are not to be trusted. I am well 

and truly mixing my metaphors when I add the Revelation verse with which I began. 

Jesus is the One through whom we enter the kingdom of God - the door or the gate. Jesus 

himself enters via the gate and announces his goodness by being open and honest about 

who he is. One of the sad things about the Covid19 pandemic, is that some criminals are 

using it as an opportunity for fraud. They exploit people’s fear and misery. Sometimes, when 

the phone rings now, we are half-expecting a bogus caller on the other end of the line who’s 

going to ask us for our bank details. We have to know who we can trust. 

In amongst the fear and anxiety, we need to be able to discern the voice of the One who is 

calling us by name. Jesus is the Door leading into the kingdom. He is also the One who 

enters openly. 

There is another door, which the writer of Revelation refers to. This other door is depicted 

in that amazing painting by Holman Hunt which hangs in the Manchester Art Gallery. The 

Light of the World was started by the painter when he was 21 years old circa 1838 and was 

finished eight years later. The painting went on a world tour in 1904 and became the most 

travelled work of art in its day. Seen by millions of people, it was described as a ‘sermon in a 

frame.’ The painting is of Jesus standing outside a door which has clearly not been opened 

for a long time. There are plants growing all around as you sometimes see on a door or gate 

that has fallen into disuse and disrepair. Jesus is holding a lantern in his left hand. There is 

no handle on the outside of the door. 

The message is simple and yet is a stumbling block to many. Jesus is knocking on the door of 

our hearts and it may be that he has been doing so for quite some time without getting a 

response. If he’s allowed in, he will bring light and life into our lives. He cannot open the 

door - he’s not going to break it down. He’s not going to climb in over the walls or come 

through a window. We - each one of us, individually - have to open the door from the inside 

and let him in. 

If we open our personal door to Jesus, Revelation tells us that Jesus will come in and dine 

with us. That’s a wonderful image of a very special meal. Recently, there was a Facebook 

conversation making its way around a particular group in the island. People were asking, 

what will be your first meal out when lockdown is sufficiently relaxed for us to do that? We 

would all answer that differently according to our own preferences. Whatever our own 

favourite meal out might be, perhaps more importantly will be, the question of with whom 



shall we eat it. I sometimes eat alone and occasionally have a meal out on my own. If 

possible, I would much prefer to eat with someone else. Jesus promises to be our dining 

companion - companion, from the Latin cum pane; the one with whom we share bread. 

In our reading today (verse 9b), Jesus promises that if we enter the sheepfold (kingdom) 

through him, then we will be able to come in and go out and find pasture. Again, an image 

of provision, this time in relation to our needs as the ‘sheep of his pasture’ (see also Psalm 

100:3). 

In our passage, we learn a number of things about the relationship between the shepherd 

and his (it would almost certainly have been a man in 1st Century Palestine) sheep. 

• The sheep listen to his voice. 

• The shepherd knows the sheep by name. 

• The sheep follow his familiar voice. 

Going back to the Holman Hunt picture, if we are to be confident that we are opening the 

door to Jesus and not someone who wants to cheat us, then we need to be familiar with his 

voice. I believe this comes with practice. It is best done in the stillness of a quiet heart and 

mind. 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

Thy coolness and Thy balm; 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

O still, small Voice of calm.  (From Dear Lord and Father of Mankind). 

Then we will be able to hear the voice of the One who calls us, by name, to open the door of 

our heart and to allow him to make his home there. 

Then we will be able to be safely led. In the words of the prophet; 

I am the Lord your God. 

I am holding your hand, 

    so don’t be afraid. 

I am here to help you.  (Isaiah 41:13 CEV) 

Let us pray that we might hear the voice of God calling us in these days. Then, let us invite 

him in to take up his rightful place in our heart, at the centre of our being. Let us know that 

he will never leave us, nor forsake us. Let us then be led on our way, rejoicing and let us not 

be afraid. Amen  


