
Fullness of Life in Christ  Colossians 2:8-15 

 

Last week we were thinking about being born again and remembering the meeting between 

Jesus and the Pharisee Nicodemus who came to find Jesus at night. We saw perhaps a 

glimmer of light dawning on Nicodemus as Jesus spoke to him of the love of God for the 

whole world. That is a world of people who like Nicodemus, like me and you are neither too 

good nor too bad to be beyond the reach of a loving Creator. 

In Colossians, the Apostle speaks of baptism as being like a spiritual death. We go down into 

the waters of baptism and die to self, so that we might rise in the new and resurrected life 

of Christ which is ours to share so we may declare, at Easter, especially; 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia! 

Baptismal liturgy makes this point very clearly as we say to the candidate or the infant for 

whom we are seeking God’s blessing; 

Pour out your Holy Spirit that those baptised in this water may die to sin, be raised with 

Christ, and be born to new life in the family of your Church. 

The Apostle wants us to be freed from what he calls the ‘binding rules’ of religion. It will not 

be slavish adherence to a set of dos and don’ts that saves us. It will be the more we are 

willing to ‘let go and let God’, as the saying goes, or as the hymn writer puts it; 

May the love of Jesus fill me, 
As the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self-abasing, 
  This is victory.  (May the Mind of Christ my Saviour) 
 
We travel from this Sunday resolutely towards Jerusalem when we will remember that so-
called ‘triumphal entry’ of Jesus. Lent is nearly over; Holy Week and Easter will soon be 
upon us. We hope from this coming Monday that Guernsey will join the rest of the Bailiwick 
in Stage 3 of the Release from Lockdown 2. We missed Easter last year. Well, we didn’t miss 
it. I’m sure we marked it on our calendars but we didn’t meet. We weren’t able to be 
together to sing Thine be the Glory. Hopefully, we will this time around. It should be truly 
special. 
 

• What will we have learnt?  
 

• Will we have died a little? 
 

• Will we emerge stronger together? 
 

• Will we be determined to make the most of all our newly-recovered freedoms? 
 

• Will we run the race before us, strong and brave to face the foe; Looking only unto 
Jesus, as we onward go? 


